
 

 

 

Site Council Minutes 

September 15, 2016 
 

 Call to Order 

 

 Members Present: 

-  Tanya Wall, Principal 

-  Kat Pivonka, Preschool 

-  Lori Ball, Kindergarten/First Grades 

-  Jenny Royer, Second and Third Grades 

-  Patrice Roberts, Fourth and Fifth Grades 

-  Kimiko Larkin, PTO President 

-  Mavi Ford, Parent 

-  Teresa Har, Parent 

-  Olga Tarro, Community Member 

 

 Introductions: 

Tanya Wall opened the meeting by asking each member to introduce themselves and report the 

grade levels that they represent. 

 

 First Order of Business: 

Mrs. Wall requested that she be allowed to spend up to $2,000 without Site Council approval.  

Mrs. Roberts made a motion to approve.  Motion was seconded and council members approved 

the motion. 

 

 Mrs. Wall’s Report: 
- PTO purchased Middlebury Interactive Languages (i.e. Spanish) program that students can 

use in the computer lab during their computer time or at home. 

- PTO purchased REFLEX Math, an online math fluency program.  Students may access this 

at home, also. 

- Copper Creek Staff is in the second year of Lucy Calkins writing curriculum.  Chris Potter 

leads the professional development sessions attended by staff on early release Tuesdays.  

Ms. Potter is also visiting classrooms to coach staff members.  This writing curriculum builds 

tenaciousness into students from kindergarten through fifth grade. 

 

 Grade Level Reports: 

 

- Preschool - Kat Pivonka:  “Pete the Cat” is used to teach life lessons.  Students have built a 

potato head and are learning building procedures. 
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- Kindergarten - Lori Ball:  Ms. Ball represents kinder teachers:  Deanna Pauley and 

Emma Riggs.  This year kinder classes have a program change that uses real world situations 

to teach students.  This curriculum provides more appropriate lessons to these young 

students.  Ms. Ball gave the example of the ‘deconstruction station’.  Students strengthen 

their fine motor coordination by using tools such as screwdrivers to take apart computers or 

other ‘toys’.  Teachers communicate through questioning. 

 

- First Grade - Connie Cramer:  Ms. Cramer represents new teachers Amanda Gardner and 

Joy Buntrock.  First graders are doing a lot of writing and math.  First grade will have a field 

trip to the Pumpkin Patch in October. 

 

- Second and Third Grades - Mrs. Royer reporting: 

In second grade, Mrs. April Womack has joined the team.  Students have completed the 

beginning of the MAP testing and the STAR Reading test.  Classrooms are studying the 

summer Olympics. 

 

- Fourth and Fifth Grades - Patrice Roberts reporting: 

Fourth grade classrooms have practiced the scientific process using Gobstoppers and Skittles 

to observe and record the process.  Students have learned the scientific tools that are used in 

these investigations.  This will help prepare students for the spring science fair.  In AZ 

history, students have learned the regions of the United States and completed group projects 

to represent these regions. 

Fifth graders completed their “My teacher gave me a kiss (Hershey’s) and I made it into…”.  

There was also the completion of the ‘Puff Mobile’ project.  Students are given directions to 

create a moving mobile.  Engineering and economic lessons are built into this project. 

 

 Olga Tarro - Community Member: 
- There will be changes to Arizona State standards in math and English.  Parents can see 

comparisons of the changes at AZ State Education website. 

- Ms. Tarro commented that public schools need to be proactive about our “product”.  

Everyday does matter.  Graduation rates of charter schools need to be publicized. 

- “Move on Reading” has been improved from last year with a human-decision component. 

 

 Mrs. Wall, Principal:   

- Mrs. Wall spoke about the Amphi Bond that is up for vote.  There is no tax increase if passed 

now. 

- There are five candidates running for school board. 

- Copper Creek Solar Project - Wiring is being completed for lights at the upper parking lot.  

Also, the solar panels will provide new shade on the north playground. 

- Parent teacher conferences will be held the week of October 3rd-7th. 

 

 Technology: 

- Ten new laptops have been donated to Copper Creek from the Amphitheater Foundation. 

- PTO has purchased document cameras for each classroom. 
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 PTO: 

- Mrs. Larkin reported that the Hawk Walk was a resounding success. 

- Restaurant night from Chipotle raised $900. 

- Playground nights will be coming soon. 

 

 Secretary: 

Patrice Roberts, Fourth Grade Teacher, NBCT 
 


